
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[JANUARY, 



Trinity. Ton were taught in the Bible, that our Lord 
offered bat oue sacrifice for sin, and by one offering per- 
fected for erer them that are sanctified ; and now you teach 
that his sacrifice is repeated a hundred times a day. You 
were taught in the Bible, that the blood of Christ cleans- 
eth from all sin, and now yon teach that it is only a part 
of sin which the blood of Christ removes ; and you have a 
dozen other inventions for cleansing from (in — masses, 
and penances, and indulgences, and purgatory; and, in 
fine, while our Lord commanded all men to search the Scrip- 
tures, yon hide them from your people, and tell them they 
can be saved as well without them, and you only give them 
to them when you cannot help it." 

Mr. Oldham somewhat coloured at this harangue ; bnt 
he answered calmly — 

" I do not know, sir, whether you expect that I should 
discuss with you in detail each of the passages of Scrip- 
ture which, in your private judgment, seem opposed to 
the teaching of the Church. I content myself with reply- 
ing, that the Church interprets these texts differently from 
you, and that, therefore, you must be wrong. Before I 
could consent to allow you to plead the authority of the 
Bible, on your behalf, I must learn from you what you 
know about the Bible, or where did you get the book you 
call by that name, and how you know it is inspired, and 
what right you have to interpret it?" 

" Sir," said Mr. Peterson, alarmed at having the whole 
ground on which he was standing, thus summarily cut from 
under his feet, " I hope I have not to do with an infidel. 
I consider that the inspiration of Scripture is common 
ground, on which we both agree, and which I never ex- 
pected to hear called in question by any one who had any 
right to the name of Christian. As for my right to inter- 
pret it, I imagine, that when God sent a message to man- 
kind, he was able to express that message in intelligible 
words ; and that he intended those to whom it was sent, 
should take the trouble to know it and understand it." 

" Do not suppose," said Mr. Oldham," that I deny or 
doubt the inspiration of Scripture. I believe it on the 
firmest of all grounds, indeed, on the only possible solid 
ground, namely, the authority of an infallible Church. In 
the golden words of St Augustine :— ' Evangelio non cre- 
derem nisi auctoritas ecclesise me commoveret' But then 
I receive all else that comes to me on the same authority, 
and I hold that she who gave me the Scriptures, has a 
right to interpret them for me as she pleases.'' 

" Do you mean," interrupted Mr. Peterson, " that she 
has a right to interpret ' one Mediator between God and 
man,' 'a hundred mediators between God and man ?' or 
*the sacrifice of Christ once offered,' ' the sacrifice offered 
every day?" or 'the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin,' 
* cleanseth from a small part of our sins ?' Because, if this 
he the case, the interpretation supersedes the text, and the 
sooner the Bible is got rid of the better. I might make a 
shift to believe on the Church's authority, that there is such 
tk place as Purgatory ; but as for believing that it is in the 
Bible, or that the writers of the New Testament knew any 
thing about it, this, as long as I have the use of my eyes 
and my reason, is a feat altogether beyond me." 

" I have already said," replied Mr. Oldham, " that I will 
not he seduced off my vantage ground, to discuss with you 
the meaning of particular texts, nor shall I consider whe- 
ther if it be true that the New Testament writers do not 
mention a doctrine, this is any reason why the Church is not 
afterwards to teach it ; what I assert is, that I have solid 
grounds for receiving the Bible, and that you, who reject 
the Church's authority, have no ground by which you can 
helieve, with the certainty of faith, that the Bible is in- 
spired. Ton give your people the Bible, and tell them that 
it is the Word of God without offering them any evidence for 
it. Tell them, however, what you please, and, at best, 
they have the word of fallible man for it. This can give 
»o certainty, and vague and slight must be the belief in 
inspiration which has no better foundn'inn. The infidelity 
«f the present day searches and tries all vnur so-called evi- 
dences, and finds them wanting. In short, no infallible 
Church, no Bible. If you abandon her guiding, doubt and 
disbelief are the necessary consequence." 

" This is the first time," said Mr. Peterson, " I have 
leen accused of neglecting to offer evidences for my belief. 
I should have thought that the proofs from miracles and 
prophecy for our religion, with which you must be well 
acquainted, are too strong to be shaken." 

" Such arguments as those," replied Mr. Oldham, " are 
at the mercy of every new scientific discovery. Electricity 
and mesmerism are every day furnishing new implements 
for uprooting what you make the foundation of your faith.* 
Men can now explain by natural causes what was once 
deemed miraculous, and, outside the Church, reluctance to 
admit a miracle is the characteristic of the age. You your- 
self, though you profess to believe the Scripture miracles, 
reject other miracles, the evidence for which is as con- 
vincing." 

" What miracles," cried Mr. Peterson. 

"Why, for example," said Mr. Oldham, "to speak of 
miracles of our own day, the melting of the blood of St. 
Januarius at Naples, the supernatural motions of the pic- 
ture of our Lady of Rimini, the miraculous appearance of 
our Lady of La Salette." 



" The evidence for these impostures as decisive as the 
evidence for the Scripture miracles !" cried Mr. Peterson, his 
hair standing on end with amazement. 

" Mind, I don't say there is the same evidence exactly 
for both," said Mr. Oldham. " J find the evidence for both 
conclusive ; you reject the one set of miracles without any 
examination into evidence at all. Now, infidels, who do 
the same with regard to the Scripture miracles, are far 
more reasonable than you. There may be an a priori diffi- 
culty in conceiving of the existence of a supernatural 
power ; but that such a power, once proved to exist, should 
go on exerting itself, is no difficulty at all. The Scripture 
miracles have broken the ice for all that follow." 

"The evidence for the winking picture at Bimini 
as decisive as that for the Scripture miracles!" re- 
peated Mr. Peterson, walking about the room, and not yet 
recovered from his horror ; " unhappy man, if you are 
really sincere in what you say, God has surely sent you 
' strong delusion that you should believe a lie' " 

Mr. Oldham rose with dignity ; " I have been always 
averse to controversy," he said. " I only came here to-day 
at the earnest request of my young friend, in the hope of 
satisfying the doubts of a lady, in whose salvation he was 
strongly interested. I have been most unwillingly drawn 
into a controversy, from a continuance of which, in the 
spirit into which it has now fallen, you will allow me to 
say, I can anticipate no beneficial effects. I shall, there- 
fore, crave your permission to retire." 

He bowed and left the room, and Frank felt himself con- 
strained to follow. They walked for some time in silence. 
At last Frank said, " I am sorry, father, that there has not 
been a better result of a controversy into which I fear I 
have been the means of entrapping you unpleasantly. And 
I fear I can scarcely ask you to come again ; and yet I am 
most anxious to learn what impressions your arguments 
have made, and most desirous to follow them up, only that 
I doubt my own competence to do so." 

" I see no objection to your continuing the controversy, 
if you have the opportunity, with the young lady herself; 
only, have nothing to do with that poor creature, Peterson. 
And the course you must take is very simple : do not be 
led off into discussing particular doctrines. Press her with 
the simple point of the necessity of submission to the autho- 
rity of the Church. Show her that without an infallible 
Church there can be no certainty and no unity. Show her 
the infinite variety of opinions, some of them absurd, 
some wicked, into which those who reject the Church 
inevitably fall — and their total want of evidence for the 
authority of the book which they profess to take as their 
guide." 

" Bnt," said Frank, " this line of argument appears to 
me like sapping the foundation of the Bible, and like a 
cruel attempt to throw Protestants into infidelity." 

" It may seem cruel and unfeeling," replied Mr. Old- 
ham ; " bnt it is infinitely more charitable than to leave Pro- 
testants to the repeated sin of blaspheming God's Spouse, 
and trying to undermine the faith of our poor Catholics.* 
No, the only way to force them to embrace the Church is 
to leave them no alternative bnt despair. It was this 
course," added he, " which made me what I am." 
(Continued in page 8.) 



• Thus far Mr. Oldham appears to bin borrowed nil nil argu- 
m«ti, ud near of his words, from Dr. Wlteaan't Keear on the 
CatkoUs Oeetrtos «f m an of tba Writ. 



TALK OF THE BOAD.— No. XX. 

" Sore weather, Pat, for the creatures that hasn't the 
turf," said Jem, when they met in the snow. 

" And mighty hard on some poor old-fashioned crea- 
tures that hasn't any little praties they had out of the 
ground yet," said Pat. 

" Well, there's not many that lazy now, Pat," said 
Jem. 

" 'Deed," said Pat, " the old song is nearly out now, 
and time for it ; you mind that, Jem : 

First there wu three weeks of frost. 
And then there was three week* of snow ; 

And the praties was like to be lost, 
For want of a moderate thow." 

"Ay, Pat," said Jean, "I mind having to sing that 
myself in old times. But the people is getting to look 
after things better, since trouble came on them. And not 
one thing alone ; for aren't we learning to look after the 
Bread of life too?" 

" But what will we do at all, Jem. *■' "it i 1 '"* man be- 
hind the doore?" said Psit. 

"Why, then, I'm i' : '."•••-. V V ' Jem. -why 

wouldn't we -'•■*t ;." "o '■ i-i..iu.-, and tell him 

out what the man U.-!;h.i. < ' ■ ■!.. .u said?" 

So off they went to the ltev. Mr. Burke (for the snow 
had stopped the work), and when they asked to see him, 
they got into his room ; and he asked them what they 
wanted. So Pat spoke — 

" Your reverence, we were in a house, and we were talk- 
ing over what your reverence said about the candles, and 
there being no sacrament made at all when the candles 
wasn't made of wax ; and that it was only bread and wine 
the people was worshipping when the candles wasn't wax. 
And there was a man behind the doore, listening to us ; 
and he just come out on us, and said your reverence was 
wrong entirely ; and that would only be a sin and a 
shame for the priest, not to look better to the candles, 

• Here Mr. Oldham t» iteallni from Dr. WUrasi aiaia. 



and it wouldn't spoil the mass at all ; and so your re- 
verence was out entirely ; and then we just allowed we 
would come and ask your reverence about it." 

" Well, of course, t might be wrong," said Mr. Burke : 
" I don't set up to be infallible : what I say is for peo- 
ple to examine and enquire about ; not for them to swal- 
low, right or wrong; and we ask Boman Catholics to 
come and examine it, and set us right whenever they 
can ; but I will look again," said Mr. Burke. 

So he took down the mass-book, and read it very care- 
fully, and he allowed the man behind the door was right, 
and that if ever the bread and wine toe-re turned into the 
Body and Blood of Christ at all, it will do with tallow 
candles as well as with wax, and that it is only a shame and 
a sin to the priest if he does not take care about the candles. 
" So then," said Pat, " your reverence allows now, that 
if we could only be sure that if the bread and wine could 
be turned into the body and blood of Christ at all, then we 
might be sure that it mould be done at every mass, no 
matter what was wrong." 

" No," said Mr. Burke, " I did not say that I only 
admitted that a mistake about the candles would not stop 
it; but there are other mistakes that would stop it; and 
that would prevent any man ever being able to know 
whether the change was really made at any mass, even 
supposing the change could he made at all." 
" As what, your reverence ?" said Pat. 
" If the grapes that the wine were made of were not 
ripe," said Mr. Burke, " then, the mass-book itself allows 
there would be no sacrament made at all, and the people 
would be worshipping only plain bread and wine." 

" And how would we know if the grapes were ripe ?** 
said Pat. 

"Well, now, that's worse again," said Jem; "why, if 
it was only the candles, sure we could see that for our- 
selves, if they were made of the right thing. But how 
will we ever know at all whether the wine was mode of 
ripe grapes ? Sure we can't taste it, and if we did itself, 
its hard for the like of us to be judges of that" 

" And maybe the priest might be a bad judge of wine 
himself, too," said Mr. Burke, " and then only think what 
might happen, even if the mass-book is right." 

" But how will we know if your reverence is right 
this time," said Pat, scratching his head ; " sure you were 
wrong about the mass-book last time, and how will we 
know if you be right now ?" 

" Oh, Pat," said Jem, " havn't we the right way to 
know about it now? Sure won't we just take it to the 
man behind the doore, and see what he can say again it?" 
"Quite right," said the Bev. Mr. Burke, "that's just 
what we want ; that everything we say should be ex- 
amined: and have we not asked the priests to come and 
hear what we say, and to correct as much as they can of 
it And you may be sure they would do it if they could. 
I would rather you went ito the priest and asked him 
about what I say of the wine ; but if you cannot do that, 
just ask the man behind the door." 

"Well, your reverence," said Jem, "it's better and 
better; for sure we durstn't go to ask the priest ; but sure 
enough, the man behind the door can ask the priest ; and 
won't the priest put him up to all he can ? So now we 
are Justin the right way to get satisfaction about everything." 
So they were going away to look for the man behind 
the door ; but Mr. Burke stopped them for a little more 
talk about candles. 

"And," said Mr. Burke, "what about kissing the 
candles, boys ?" 
" Anan, your reverence," said Pat. 
" What about kissing the candles ?" said Mr. Burke. 
" And what about that, your reverence ?" said Pat 
"Did you never kiss a candle?" said Mr. Burke. 
"No, your reverence," said Pat. 
"Did you never get a candle, on Candlemass-day ?" 
said Mr. Burke. 

"Well, there mightn't be too many candles, and it 
didn't come to my turn," said Pat. 

"And did you never see any one kiss them?" said Mr. 
Burke. 

" Well, I did see the old creatures kissing their can- 
dles," said Pat; "but sure the mass-book would not tell 
them to do that ?" 

So, Mr. Bourke took down the mass-book, and opened 
it at the mass for Candlemass-day, and he read ont 
the directions how the candles were to be sprinkled with 
holy water three times, and incensed three times, and how 
the celebrant was to distribute them " to the clergy, one 
by one, and then to the laity, all bending their knees, and 
kissing the candle, and the hand of the priest."* 

" And it seems to be of more importance than you 
think," said Mr. Burke ; " for here is a book to teach us 
how to kiss the candles right, and it is approved by Car- 
dinal Wiseman, in England ; so it ought to be right." 

So he took down a book off tho shelf, called " Cere- 
monial according to the Boman BiTE,t and he showed 
them this in the first page : — 



» . . . Et aliis elericis suuralathn per ordinem, ultimo laicia, 
omnibus genuflectentibus, candelam etmanum celebrantis osculantibus. 
. . . Missal, p. 406, Ed. Coyne, Dublin, 1845. Oct. cum. approba- 
tione ordinarit 

t Translated by Hllarhu Dale, from the work of Baldeich), " Muter 
of Ceremonies of the BatUlta of It Pettr at Bonn." PaMlatod bj< 
Dolman, J.cm4on, tut. 



1854.] 
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"AypaoBATiotc. 

" We hereby approve of this translation of Baldeschi's 
work on the ecclesiastical ceremonies. 

N. Cairo. Wiseman. 

" Westminster, Aug. 2, 1858." 

So, then, Mr. Barfce read to them, out of page 159 — 
"Before the celebrant turns toward^ the people, the second 
master of ceremonies should give notice to the highest 
dignitary of the choir, in order that, Tested' in the nsnal habit 
of the choir, without stole, according to a decree of the sacred 
congregation of rites, of Peb.H, 1705, he may stand in rea- 
diness on the highest step, to give the candle to the celebrant. 
This candle is given to him by the deacon, who kisses it, 
bat not the hand of the priest The celebrant also kisses 
it on receiving it, and afterwards presents it to the sab- 
deacon, who receives it with the ordinary kisses, and de- 
posits it on the altar. The celebrant, having afterwards 
taken another candle," &c. ; and so the kissing goes on. 

"And, your reverence, was that alwavs done in the 
Charon?" Baid Pat 

"Well, I suppose,'' said Mr. Barke, "itconld not be 
older than the blessing of candles- on Candlemass-day." 

" And how old is that ?" said Bat. 

" Here is a book, written by a very learned Soman Ca- 
tbolic, who searched for that," said Mr. Barke ; " and he 
says he could find nothing abbot it in any of the service- 
books of any Church, for 900 years aftar Christ But 
stay,'* said Mr. Barke, " the man behind the door might 
say I vat wrong, so I will write it out for yon to give him ;" 
so he wrote them a paper, which we will print at toe end 
of this. 

"And will your reverence tell ns what are blessed can- 
dles good for?" said Jem. 

"I cannot tell yon much about that," said Mr. Barke. 
" This book* says, indeed, (p. 233) that in lesser churches 
the priest 'sits upon a seat prepared on the gospel side (of 
the altar), covers, and gives an instruction to the people 
upon the institution of this solemnity, upon tuo mystic sig- 
nifications, and the advantages of blessed candles ;' but the 
book does not give the discourse, so I cannot tell what is in 
it All I know about it is, from a form of blessing candles, 
printed at the end of the moss-book (p. xcvii.) where the 
priest prays over them thus:—". . . I*:t them (the 
candles) receive such a benediction by the sign of the holy 
cross, that in whatever places they are lighted or placed, 
the princes of darkness may depart, and tremble, and fly 
in consternation, with all their ministers, from those habi- 
tation* ; nor presume any more to disquiet or molest those 
who serve thee, the Omnipotent God." 

<* And what does your reverence think of that prayer?" 
■Mi Jem. 

W I think," said Mr. Burke, " that God' hears the prayer 
of frith; and the prayer of faith'must be founded on the 
Won or promise of God. St. James says (ch. iv. 
T, Douay Bible), ' Kesist the devil, and ho will fly from 
yon ;' and St Peter himself says of the devil, ' whom re- 
sist ye, strong in faith * (1 Peter, v. 9). These are God's 
rutins about driving away the devil ; bat no apos- 
says, ' light candles to drive away the devil ;' if we 
resist him and pray to God to accomplish his own promise, 
that is the prayer of faith that Qod will hear ; but if we 
light candles, and pray that candles may drive away the 
devil, that prayer rests on human inventions ; it has no 
promise from God ; it cannot be the prayer of faith." 

"Well, your reverence," said Jem, "I think that's 
right; and if blessed candles was the thing to keep away 
the enemy of souls, would Christ and his apostles have left 
Us Church without them for kike hundred tears ?" 

So Pat and Jem were going away, when Mr. Burke 
called out to them — " Will you go and bay blessed candles 
now?" And Pat answered him — " Your reverence, I would 
rather put the money in a Douay Biblo : doesn't Christ 
himself say, ' I am the light of the world ; he that follow- 
«th mo walketh not in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life ?' and wasn't that said before there was any blessed 
candles at all? And isn't that better nor candles ?" — John 
Tin. 12. 

So as they were going out of the door, Mr. Barke said, 
"Now be sure you show the paper to the man behind the 
door, and tell him every word I said." 

"Never fear, your reverence," said Pat; "we will 
surely." 

So we think the man behind' the door has it by this time ; 
and whatever he sends us ro print, we will print it, without 
even asking bis name ; and we hope he will get the priest 
to help him. 



" Concerning the blessing of wax candles, no mention it 
made in Amaltrius, Walfrid, or the Vulgate copy of Al- 
cuin, who only states that wax candles were given by the 
Pope; neither in the Gelastan, orGregorianSacramentarics, 
or in that at Gello, or in others, written above 900 years 
ago, is there any mention made about that matter. In an 
ancient missal of the Church of Tours, written about 800 
years ago (i.e., about 906), one only mention is found about 
blessing candles." 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The great mast of communications with which tee are favoured 
render* it impossible for us to insert everything ice could desire as 
promptly us me could wish. At this moment several artieles,aelually 
in type, are necessarily omitted for want of room, though we here 
incurred considerable expense in giving some extra pages in our 
present number, 

A letter from Mr. Rourke readied us too laic for present number, 
but will be inserted in our next. To diminish the chance of rfij- 
appoinhnent, alt letters should be forwarded to the office by the first 
day of the month. 

All letters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, XfpperSackcille-st. 

We would request our correspondents, both Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, to limit the length of their communications, and 
not to discuss a variety of distinct topics in one letter. 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies, 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of ilie journal which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 

We have to thank several obliging friends for assisting ns 
with copies of Ko«. 2, 8, anil 11, to complete sets of Vol. I. 
wliioh is in great demand. Nos. 3 and 4 have already been re- 
printed. If an; of our friends could oblige us with additional 
copies of Nos. 2, 8, or 11, they would be very acceptable, and 
might save us the heavy expense of reprinting them, which, 
however, we purpose doing, if necessary. 



C|e Ca%Iit 3tapmt. 



Tke paper given by Mr. Burke to Pat, to show to "the 
man behind the door." 

« De benedictione cereorum nulla fit raentio apud Ama- 
Jarinm, Valfridum, et vulgatum Alcuinum, qui cereos 
taaturo a Pontifice dari asserit Sed neque in Gelasiano, 
Gregoriano, Gellonensi, aliisque supra nongentos annos 
scriptis sacramentariis aliquid ea de re extat In antiquo 
miscali ecclesire Turonensis ante annos. 800 scripto unica 

ad luminaria benedicenda reperitur" . . . (Tractatus 

de antiquaecclesias Disciplina se," by Edmund Martene, a 
Benedictine monk. Edit. Lugdun, 1706 ; p 117.) 

Which we thus translate, tor the convenience of our 
waders:— 



•»cnw«w,» wBflsseasiw*, 



DUBLIN, JANTJABY, 1834. 



In commencing the third volume of our pe- 
riodical we feel that it is unnecessary to detain 
our readers with any lengthened statement of 
our plans and intentions for the coming year. 
Our course for the last two years lies before 
them ; and the reception we have met with gives 
us every encouragement to pursue steadily the 
path we have hitherto trod. The principal ob- 
ject for which our paper was established was the 
discussion, in a candid and Christian spirit, of 
, the momentous points of difference between Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics. In the conduct 
of this controversy we have studied to exclude 
from our pages all intemperate and abusive lan- 
guage, and (as far as human frailty would per- 
mit) we have endeavoured to contend, not for 
victory, but for truth. We have ever felt that 
the errors of those who mistake on questions which 
concern their eternal salvation, are a subject for 
pity and not for anger ; and we know that it 
would be a miserable victory on such subjects 
as these, to make the worse appear the better 
reason, and to gain a momentary triumph, 
which roust be followed by bitter remorse here- 
after. Accordingly, it has been our constant care 
to deal fairly with those who differ from us. 
We have cheerfully printed and given our best 
consideration to every letter which has been ad- 
dressed to ns by Roman Catholic correspondents, 
requiring only that such letters shall contain ar- 
guments, and not mere vulgar declamation or 
personal scurrility. In the articles which have 
emanated from ourselves we have always desired 
to consider the strongest arguments that could be 
advanced on the Romas Catholic side of the 
question j and we fc*Y» jobgh* anon arguments) 



in the authorized statements of that Church, and 
in the works of her best writers. Should our 
Roman Catholic friends find that we omit to no- 
tice any strong argument on their side of the 
question, bearing on a subject of which we treat, 
they may be assured-^he omission is not inten- 
tional ; and they will do us a service (even 
when they may not feel competent to write 
on the subject themselves) by referring us to the 
places in the works oftheir divines containing 
the arguments which they may think we ought 
to have attempted to answer. 

Our reason for the course we have followed is 
simple enough. It is because truth is our only 
object, and because we are persuaded that the 
more thoroughly truth is searched and examined 
into, the more clearly will its. evidence appear. 
It is only falsehood which shrinks from the light 
and dreads to face inquiry. 

We feel, however, that we have some reason 
to complain that we have got no assistance in 
our inquiries from those who claim the office of 
guides to truth for the people. We have ad- 
dressed repeated invitations to the Roman Ca- 
tholic clergy, offering to open to them our pages 
for a temperate statement of their arguments in 
defence of their faith. Since every number of 
our journal meets with many thousand readers, 
it might be supposed that such an offer as this 
would be acceptable to any of them who 
desired the extension of their religion, 
and who supposed that that extension 
could be effected by the use of reason and argu- 
ment. But as yet, no Roman Catholic clergy- 
man has accepted our offer, and we are forced to 
add, that the means which that body employ to 
secure the allegiance of their flocks is, generally, 
not the use of reason and argument, but the in- 
culcation of blind submission to authority, and 
too often the suppression of .free discussion by 
personal abuse, and, wHea.jjraeticable., by physi- 
cal force. They surely must have some account 
to give for conduct so likely to raise a prejudice 
against them in all impartial minds — conduct not 
like that of men who knew they had truth on 
their side, which would bear to be searched and 
looked into, but like that of people who, for per- 
sonal ends of their own, desired, at all hazards, to 
detain men in one particular set of opinions. 

Some of them have endeavoured to explain 
the course which, as a body, they have followed, by 
drawing an alarming picture of the errors into 
whjch some, not members of their Church, have 
fallen 5 and by thence inferring that submission 
to authority is the only mode of preserving men 
in the truth, but that free discussion must lead to 
unbridled scepticism and infidelity. The fear of 
infidelity is one of the principal instruments they 
employ to detain wavering minds in their com- 
munion. To those who are inclined to doubt, 
they say — believe all we tell you, or you shall be- 
lieve nothing. In their arguments with Protes- 
tants, several of their divines borrow their wea- 
pons from the hands of infidels, and in the reck- 
lessness with which they defend their peculiar 
tenets, at the expense of our common Christianity, 
remind u3 of the conduct of pirates, who would 
rather blow up the vessel of which they have 
unlawfully taken possession, than yield it back to 
its rightful owners. 

We should never have undertaken the labour 
and pains which the conduct of this journal, for 
the past two years, has involved, if we had not 
some better prospect to look forward to than the 
fearful gulf of hopeless unbelief. It is precisely 
because we believe that we are ourselves in pos- 
session of truths which will make men " wise 
unto salvation," and iwhich can be proved by the 
clearest evidence, that we invite others to a full 
examination of the grounds of our conviction. 
We are assured that the course we adopt is the 
only effectual safeguard against infidelity— the 
only way to give men % firm hold of the truth. 



